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The Challenges of the Multipolar World System
in the Post-Westphalian Era

Yousef Yaqoubi Manfared
Rahman Najafi Sayar

Abstract

With the collapse of the Soviet Union, the ground was prepared for the formation of a new
structure that we are witnessing today. The most important component of the current system is
the unequal distribution of power. This article attempts to explain the challenges of the
multipolar world system in the post-Westphalian era. Accordingly, the central question of the
article is: What challenges has the multipolar world system faced in the post-Westphalian era?
It is hypothesized that the multipolar world system in the post-Westphalian era has faced
challenges in various security, economic, and environmental dimensions. The research
findings show that the structure of the current international system is the result of the collapse
of the Soviet Union and the bipolar order. The most important feature of this system is the
unequal distribution of power. This structure, which is referred to as the unipolar order, has
increased competition between the main actors of the international system to fill the power
gap. According to some people, these conflicts can pave the way for the transition from a
unipolar international system to a multipolar system. However, this multipolar system faces
challenges in security, economic, and environmental dimensions. The research method is
descriptive-analytical and based on library studies.

Keywords: Multipolar world system, unipolar world system, post-Westphalian era,
international system
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