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US foreign policy towards Afghanistan from 2001 to 2021 within the
framework of the combined theories of offensive and defensive realism

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the foreign policy and geopolitical considerations of the United
States in Afghanistan after the military occupation, using a framework that combines the
theories of offensive and defensive realism. Afghanistan's strategic position among Central
and South Asia, China, Russia, and Iran has made the country a key element in the US
security equations and geopolitical competitions. For two decades, the United States has used
Afghanistan as a base to fight terrorism, contain rival powers, access regional resources, and
pursue extra-regional policies. However, the US military withdrawal does not mean the end of
Washington's interests in Afghanistan. The main question of this research is “How can the US
approach towards the Taliban government be explained?” The findings show that the US is
redefining its presence in Afghanistan from a direct to an indirect one. From the perspective
of aggressive realism, the Taliban’s presence can provide an opportunity for balancing against
China, Russia and Iran. Within the framework of defensive realism, limited engagement with
the Taliban can be a means of controlling security threats and regional instability. As a result,
the Taliban govern

ment is both a threat and an opportunity for the United States. Understanding this situation by
the Afghan government and future elites can provide a platform for exploiting existing
geopolitical capabilities.

Keywords: United States of America, Afghanistan, foreign policy, offensive and defensive
realism, Taliban.
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